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Ibhubesi Lala (Pty) Ltd 

Penny Lodge, Zululand Rhino Reserve, KwaZulu-Natal 
 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT (BID) 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

An application has been submitted to the Department of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental 

Affairs (EDTEA) by Ibhubesi Lala (Pty) Ltd, for the proposed Penny Lodge, situated within the proclaimed 

Zululand Rhino Reserve in the North of KwaZulu-Natal. IDM Environmental (IDME) has been appointed as the 

independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) by the applicant to conduct the Basic Assessment for 

the proposed Eco-Lodge. 

 

In terms of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (No.107 of 1998) and associated Environmental 

Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations published in December 2014, an Environmental Authorisation must be 

obtained from the relevant decision-making authority (EDTEA), prior to the commencement of certain listed 

activities that may result in potential negative impacts on the environment. Activity 12 of R 983 is triggered 

requiring a Basic Assessment (BA) process to be followed. A description of the proposed activity triggered is 

contained in table 1 below.  

Activity Number Description Impact on the proposed project 

12 

Activity  

(GN R983) 

The development of buildings exceeding 100 square 
metres in size if no development setback exists, within 
32 metres of a watercourse, measured from the edge 
of a watercourse. 

The proposed Eco lodge falls within 32 
meters of the Msunduzi River in the 
Zululand Rhino Reserve. Proposed 
buildings will exceed 100 m2 in size. 

Table 1: Triggered Activity 

LOCATION 

The proposed Penny Lodge is situated in the Zululand Rhino Reserve on the banks of the Msunduzi River. The 

Zululand Rhino Reserve is located within the Jozini Local and Umkhanyakude District Municipalities respectively, 

and is situated adjacent to the N2 freeway (on District Road D464), halfway between the towns of Mkhuze in the 

North and Hluhluwe in the South. Locality plans are enclosed below in Figures 1 and 2. 
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Figure 1: Locality of Penny Lodge 

 

Figure 2: Site Layout 



Penny Eco-Lodge: Background Information Document: Basic Assessment  Page 3 
 

PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT 

This document serves to provide interested and affected parties (IAPs) with background information on the 

proposed project, its potential impacts and Basic Assessment process. It also outlines the manner in which IAPs 

can become involved in the Project, receive information and raise any issues that may be of interest and/ or 

concern to them.    

The nature of the environmental impact assessment process involves inter alia the undertaking of technical and 

scientific investigations related to the potential impacts of the Project. It is therefore essential that IAPs, through 

the public participation process (PPP), become actively involved in the Project’s environmental assessment 

process in order to share information and provide input that will be useful in assisting the relevant authorities 

for informed decision-making purposes in so far the Project is concerned. 

BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS FOLLOWED 

 Application form - An official application form is completed and submitted to the competent authority.  

 Public Participation - The general public and relevant authorities are notified of the proposed development 

through newspaper adverts, site notices and direct consultation. This BID will be circulated to neighbouring 

landowners, relevant authorities and any other persons registered as IAPs following the feedback from 

adverts and site notices.  

 Identification of impacts and alternatives, environmental issues and concerns, development alternatives and 

constraints will be identified using professional judgement, site visits and consultation with the authorities 

and the public;  

 Mitigation - Measures to manage and minimise impacts within acceptable levels will be identified and 

recorded in the Basic Assessment Report. An Environmental Management Plan will be compiled to facilitate 

the implementation of the project;  

 The Basic Assessment Report and the Environmental Management Plan will be circulated to all IAPs;  

 Final Decision - All information arising from the public consultation process will be considered by the 

authorities as forming part of the Basic Assessment application and taken into account at the time of 

decision-making. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The Applicant plans to develop the proposed Penny Lodge in the Zululand Rhino Reserve on the northern bank 

of the Msunduzi River. The Lodge site forms part of an integrated and proclaimed Protected Area comprising 

various smaller privately owned conservation concession areas – see figure 4 below.   

 

The Lodge cluster is arranged along an outside bend of the river, some 8-10m above the river bed. The far side 

(southern bank) of the river forms the lower floodplain. The development will comprise of a lodge building 

cluster, consisting of a main single story lodge (543.00 m²), four single story sleeping units (139 x 4 = 556.00 m²), 

an arrival sala, a pool and a timber walkway (255.30 m²) connecting the different buildings. The lodge cluster will 



Penny Eco-Lodge: Background Information Document: Basic Assessment  Page 4 
 

be 1354.50 m² in total size. An existing small dam used as a waterhole by numerous species of fauna is located 

slightly to the north of the lodge cluster. 

 

Figure 4  

MOTIVATION FOR THE PROJECT 

The Zululand Rhino Reserve consists of 17 different landowners, mostly former farmers who dropped their 

internal fences to create a 23 000ha protected reserve in Northern KwaZulu-Natal. Rehabilitation occurred and 

game were reintroduced into the reserve including the big five. Many species reintroduced include endangered 

animals like the Black Rhino which is under immense pressure due to poaching. The Zululand Rhino Reserve 

therefore plays an important role in protecting and conserving South Africa’s rich bio-diversity. 
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 The Penny Lodge will form an integral part of similar conservation-based eco-tourism operations in the area and 

will provide an important means to assist in income generation for the Reserve’s broader flora and fauna 

protection and sustainability. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS 

 Background 

The site for the lodge cluster is fairly flat and dusty. Acacia and Fever tree’s dominate the site. The proposed 

impacts (general and specific) of the proposed Lodge, have so far been assessed as having little potential 

negative impact on either the surrounding vegetation or land if mitigation measures are properly implemented.   

 

 Assessment 

The Applicant is in the process of preparing an Environmental Basic Assessment Report (BAR), coupled to an 

Environmental Management Plan (EMP), as prescribed by the applicable legislation, which documentation and 

information will be included in, and form an integral part of the Basic Assessment process, and decision making 

processes to be followed by the relevant authorities.  

 

Importantly, the BAR and EMP will be required to contain all relevant information which can demonstrate that 

the Eco-lodge will be constructed and operated in a way which will: 

 Minimise the potential for ground and surface water pollution; 

 Minimise soil erosion; 

 Limit the disturbance and destruction of vegetation and habitat; 

 Prevent the creation of hazards for fauna and barriers to movement; 

 Reduce atmospheric emissions; 

 Minimise dust generation; 

 Control noise; 

 Reduce the visual impact; and 

 Positively impact environmentally, economically and socially. 
 

 Mitigation 

In addition, the BAR and EMP will be required to demonstrate the extent of the environmental impact mitigation 

measures to be imposed by the applicant throughout the different phases of the Eco-Lodge (pre-construction. 

construction, operation and rehabilitation). These will include inter alia the following:   

o Implement water saving techniques during construction and operation of the Eco-Lodge; 
o Maintain a 30m buffer around all watercourses found on site; 
o Ensure Erosion control methods are in place;   
o Ensure soil contamination and compaction is prevented through appropriate measures; 
o Ensure that local flora and fauna are protected; 
o Limit vegetation removal; 
o Limit the noise levels during construction and operation of the Eco-Lodge; 
o Ensure the Eco-Lodge ‘fits’ into the surrounding bush environment; 
o Appoint a contractor who has experience working in protected environments; 
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o An Environmental Control Officer (ECO) shall be appointed by the applicant to manage and monitor all 
operational impacts, and associated processes and procedures; and 

o On-going inspection by the Lodge Manager and monthly Inspections by the ECO shall take place. 
 

 

 Public Participation 

The sharing and dissemination of all relevant information associated with the proposed Basic Assessment 

process forms an important component of the Public Participation Process (PPP) required as part of the 

preparation of a Basic Assessment Report and Environmental Management Plan. 

 

The PPP provides Interested and Affected Parties (IAPs) with the opportunity to participate in the application 

process from the outset. The information provided by the IAPs is of crucial importance in the gathering of 

information, identification of issues and concerns, and acquiring local knowledge that will contribute towards 

the design and implementation of the project in a manner that will promote minimisation of negative impacts 

and optimisation of benefits. 

 

CONCLUSION 

IAPs are encouraged to register as such and/or receive additional information regarding the project. To assist the 

consultants, the form enclosed below should be completed by all IAPs who wish to register and participate 

in the process going forward.   
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STAKEHOLDER REGISTRATION AND COMMENT FORM 

Title  Name  Surname  

Company  

Designation  

Address 
 

 Postal code  

Tel No.  Fax No.  

Email  Cell No.  

I would like to receive my notifications by (mark with X): Post Email Fax 

Please indicate why you have interest in the abovementioned project? 

 

 

 

 

Please write your comments and questions here: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please feel free to attach a separate document 

Please add any person you think may be interested and affected parties: 

Full Name  Company  

Address  

Email  Tel/ Cell No.  

PLEASE SEND YOUR REGISTRATION FORM AND COMMENTS TO: 

Company IDM Consultants Contact person The Application Officer 

Address PO Box 918; Umhlanga Rocks; KwaZulu-Natal; 4320 

Tel No. 031 566 2856 Fax 086 649 8450 

Email info@idmconsultants.co.za Website www.idmconsultants.co.za 

 

 


