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Kingfisher Farms (Pty) Ltd  

SAND MINING APPLICATION 
Manor Grange Farm, Hibberdene (KwaZulu-Natal) 

 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

An application has been submitted to the Department of Mineral Resources (DMR) under reference (to be 

determined) on behalf of Kingfisher Farms (Pty) Ltd, for a permit to mine Silica Sand over an approximate 5ha 

section of private farm land in Hibberdene, KwaZulu-Natal. IDM Environmental has been appointed as the 

independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) by the applicant. 

 

In terms of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (No.107 of 1998) and associated Environmental 

Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations published in December 2014, an Environmental Authorisation must be 

obtained from the relevant decision-making authority (KZN DMR), prior to the commencement of certain listed 

activities that may result in potential negative impacts on the environment. Activity 21 of R 983 requiring a Basic 

Assessment process is triggered as the proposed activity will result in mining of a 5ha portion of farm land.  

 

LOCATION 

The proposed mining site is situated on land currently farmed as sugarcane on the KwaZulu-Natal south coast, a 

kilometer west of the coastal town of Hibberdene and located adjacent to the N2 freeway, running 

perpendicular to the coast. The proposed sand mining operation falls within the Ugu (district) and Hibiscus Coast 

(Local) Municipalities respectively. Locality plans are enclosed below in Figure 1 and 2, while the detailed mining 

sketch plan is enclosed as Appendix 1.  
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Figure 1 

 

Figure 2 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The mineral proposed to be mined is Silica Sand over an approximate 5ha section of private farmland west of 

Hibberdene. Extraction of sand will be facilitated through the use of an excavator and/or front end loader. The 

sand will be deposited onto a demarcated stockpile area within the permit site, and loaded onto tip trucks by 

the front end loader for transport off the site and for sale to the local market.  

 

The mine will operate for a two year permit period and will be renewable for a further two consecutive one year 

periods thereafter. During mining operations monthly visits will be conducted by an appointed Environmental 

Control Officer (ECO) to ensure that the mining operation complies with the Environmental Management 

Programme (EMP) compiled for these purposes, and in accordance with all terms and conditions of 

authorisation imposed by the Department of Mineral Resources (DMR). Mining operations will occur daily 

between Mondays to Fridays between daylight hours of 07h00 to 17h00. The applicant will employ local labour. 

 

MOTIVATION FOR THE PROJECT 

The sand located on the farm is a high grade silica sand that will provide good quality sand to the local building 

industry for cement and concrete work. This cement and concrete work are key materials used in the 

construction of roads and buildings. The mining operation will help the Hibiscus Coast Local Municipality’s 

achieve the 2016/2017 IDP which plans to meet the key challenges facing the area including infrastructure and 

service development.  

 

The broader socio-economic benefits of the project include employment, skills development, local economic 

development through the availability and affordability of the sand, and increased business development for the 

area generally. While the project is small in operation, the providing of high quality sand to be used as cement 

and concrete work will aid the construction sector in the area in terms of service delivery and local economic 

development 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS 

 Background 

The proposed mining site is located on private farm land currently used to cultivate sugarcane. The site is 

therefore transformed and contains no indigenous vegetation. Some pockets of indigenous vegetation consisting 

of mostly strelitzia are found along the access road, and at the farm houses and workshops located to the north 

east of the proposed site. 

 

The proposed impacts (general and specific) of the proposed sand mining operation, in an area less than 5ha 

(which includes the stockpiling area), have so far been assessed as having little potential negative impact on 

either the surrounding vegetation or land.   

 Assessment 
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The Applicant is in the process of preparing an Environmental Basic Assessment Report (BAR), coupled to an 

Environmental Management Plan (EMP), as prescribed by the applicable legislation, which documentation and 

information will be included in, and form an integral part of the Mining Permit application, and decision making 

processes to be followed by the relevant authorities.  

 

Importantly, the BAR and EMP will be required to contain all relevant information which can demonstrate that 

the mining operations will be conducted in a way which will: 

 Minimise the potential for soil, land, ground and surface water pollution;  

 Minimise soil erosion; 

 Limit the disturbance and destruction of vegetation and habitat; 

 Prevent the creation of hazards for fauna and barriers to movement; 

 Reduce atmospheric emissions; 

 Minimise dust generation; 

 Control noise; 

 Reduce the visual impact; and 

 Positively impact economically and socially. 
 

 Mitigation 

In addition, the BAR and EMP will be required to demonstrate the extent of the environmental impact mitigation 

measures to be imposed by the applicant throughout the duration of the mining operations. These will include 

inter alia the following:   

o Ensure strict erosion control measures are implemented; 
o Avoid removal of indigenous vegetation; 
o Limit the use of water as far as possible; 
o Maintain and service mining equipment to prevent contamination of the land; 
o Ensure a sustainable waste management disposal system is implemented;  
o Employ local labour from the area; 
o Establish a long-term monitoring program 
o A copy of the EMP will be retained in the mine manager’s possession at all times;   
o The manager will be responsible for ensuring that all mitigation measures are duly enforced; 
o Mining operators shall be educated in the contents of the EMP in relation to all mitigation measures 

required; 
o Regular environmental monitoring and management of the mine will take place in accordance with the 

MPRDA;  
o An Environmental Control Officer (ECO) shall be appointed by the applicant to manage and monitor all 

operational impacts, and associated processes and procedures; and 
o On-going inspection by the Mine Manager and monthly Inspections by the ECO shall take place. 
 

 Public Participation 

The sharing and dissemination of all relevant information associated with the mining permit application process 

forms an important component of the Public Participation Process (PPP) required as part of the preparation of a 

Basic Assessment Report and Environmental Management Plan. 
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The PPP provides Interested and Affected Parties (IAPs) with the opportunity to participate in the application 

process from the outset. The information provided by the IAPs is of crucial importance in the gathering of 

information, identification of issues and concerns, and acquiring local knowledge that will contribute towards 

the design and implementation of the project in a manner that will promote the minimisation of negative 

impacts and optimisation of benefits. 

 

 Rehabilitation: 

The rehabilitation process remains the responsibility of the permit holder and involves the ripping of the 

stockpile/ loading area, replacement of topsoil, and planting and re-establishment of vegetation. The Applicant 

will be responsible for compiling a rehabilitation plan as part of the BAR and EMP process.  

 

The applicant is required to pay to the DMR a significant amount of money, relative to the perceived sensitivity 

of the applicable permit environment (in advance by way of cash or a bank guarantee), to provide the DMR with 

the necessary security to ensure that the applicant in fact attends to the rehabilitation of the site upon the 

closure of the mine, and as per the undertakings contained in the applicable rehabilitation plan.  

 Closure: 

The permit holder is required to compile and submit a Closure Plan at the end of the mining permit period, 

which Plan is required to incorporate a Performance Assessment Report and Environmental Risk Report. The 

rehabilitation guarantee amount will only be refunded to the permit holder once the DMR is satisfied that the 

permit holder has complied with all terms and conditions relating to: 

o The Basic Assessment Report; 
o The Environmental Management Plan; 
o The  Closure and Rehabilitation Plan; and 
o The Financial and Technical Competency Plan. 
 

 

CONCLUSION 

IAPs are encouraged to register as such and/or receive additional information regarding the project. To assist the 

consultants, the form enclosed below should be completed by all IAPs who wish to participate in the process 

going forward.   
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STAKEHOLDER REGISTRATION AND COMMENT FORM 

Title  Name  Surname  

Company  

Designation  

Address 
 

 Postal code  

Tel No.  Fax No.  

Email  Cell No.  

I would like to receive my notifications by (mark with X): Post Email Fax 

Please indicate why you have interest in the abovementioned project? 

 

 

 

 

Please write your comments and questions here: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please feel free to attach a separate document 

Please add any person you think may be interested and affected parties: 

Full Name  Company  

Address  

Email  Tel/ Cell No.  

PLEASE SEND YOUR REGISTRATION FORM AND COMMENTS TO: 

Company IDM Consultants Contact person The Application Officer 

Address PO Box 918; Umhlanga Rocks; KwaZulu-Natal; 4320 

Tel No. 031 566 2856 Fax 086 649 8450 

Email karlw@idmconsultants.co.za Website www.idmconsultants.co.za 

 

 


